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Suitable molecular sieves for use in the skin 
cleansing compositions of the present invention are 
natural zeolites or synthetically produced crystalline 
alumino-silicates that have been activated by removing 
5 their water of hydration- Suitable molecular sieves are 
available commercially (e.g. Molecular Sieve .3A from 
Union Carbide) . m preferred skin cleansing 

compositions the molecular sieve comprises 20 to 35% by 
weight of the composition. Heretofore molecular sieves 
10 have had wide utility in the absorption of gases and 
liquids. In the compositions the molecular sieve absorbs 
water from the skin onto which the compositions are 
placed and in the process heat of hydration (absorption) 
is liberated. This heat opens the pores of the skin to 
15 enable any soil, grease or oil to be released so that it 
is more easily absorbed by the absorbent material in the 
composition. In addition, the heat increases the blood 
circulation under the skin and causes a feeling of well- 
being in the user- 

The skin cleansing compositions of the present 
invention may also contain one or more other materials 
which generate heat when contacted by moisture in the 
skin. Examples of other materials which generate heat 
in this way include glycols, such as polyethylene glycol 
and 1,3-butylene glycol, glycerin, methyl glyceth and 
copolymers of ethylene and propylene oxide for example 
those sold by Union Carbide under the trade name Ucon 
Fluid. These other heat generating materials may 
comprise up to 85% of the skin cleansing compositions of 
the present invention. 

Other materials may be included in the skin 
cleansing compositions of the present invention. Such 
materials include suspending agents such as pyrogenic 
silica,- humectants. such as glycerin thickening agents 
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TOILETRIES COMPOSITION 

The present invention relates to skin cleansing 
compositions and in particular to skin cleansing 
compositions, such as face masks, which contain an 
5 absorbent material to absorb soil, grease and oils from 
the skin . 

The present invention provides a skin cleansing 
composition which comprises 3 to 60% by weight of one or 
more absorbent materials and 0.5 to 80% by weight of 

10 molecular sieve together with an anhydrous diluent or 
carrier- The term "anhydrous" as used herein means that 
there should not be enough water present to 
significantly effect the performance of the compositions 
of the present invention. It will be appreciated by 

15. those skilled in the art that many components commonly 
used in cosmetic and toiletries compositions do contain 
some water. The use of such components in the 
compositions of the present invention is not precluded 
provided that the performance of the compositions is not 

2 0 jeopardised. 

Suitable absorbent materials include kaolin, 
Fullers earth, china clay, bentonite and mixtures 
thereof. In preferred skin cleansing compositions, the 
absorbent material comprises 10 to 35% of the 

25 composition by weight. The above absorbent may 

optionally be mixed with one or more additional 
absorbents selected from zinc oxide, magnesium oxide, 
aluminium oxide, magnesium aluminium silicate for 
example -as sold under the trade name Veegum, starches 

30 such as potato starch, magnesium carbonate, mica, 
silicas, talc, Kieselguhr and grain meals for example 
meals derived from oat, rye, wheat, barley or corn. 
Such additional absorbents may comprise up to 20% of the 
skin cleansing composition by weight. 
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such as carboxymethyl cellulose or other gums; 
cosmetically acceptable oils such as almond oil which 
aid the removal of oily soil from the skin; materials 
which enhance the feel of the composition and aid its 
5 -application such as talc or silk powder; cosmetically 
acceptable surfactants such as polyethoxylated glyceryl 
laurate or polyethoxylated sorbitol [such as the POE 
(30) -sorbitol sold under the trade name Atlas G2330] ; 
colouring agents and perfumes. 

10. In use the skin cleansing composition of the 

present invention is spread on the skin, typically the 
face, and removed after the desired time period, 
typically 2 to 15 minutes for example by washing. During 
this time period the molecular sieve and any other heat 

15 generating components which may be present adsorb water 
from the skin. The heat of hydration liberated during 
this adsorption raises the temperature of the skin to 
increase the blood flow below the skin and to open the 
skin pores to facilitate the removal of soil, grease and 

2 0 oil from the skin . If the skin cleansing composition 

of the present invention is applied to skin which has 
been previously wetted with water, for example by 
rinsing, washing or steaming, the heat liberation occurs 
quickly after application and the user will be aware of 
25 a rapid rise in temperature. If the skin cleansing 
composition is applied to skin which has not been 
wetted, the ■ heat generating components will absorb 
moisture from the skin causing the temperature to rise 
more slowly. 

3 0 In one embodiment of the present invention the skin 

cleansing - composition of the present invention is 
supplied to the user as the second part of a two part 
skin cleansing system. The first part of such a system 
may comprise an aromatic water-dispersible oil which is 
3 5 dispersed in very hot water. The skin to be cleansed is 
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then steamed over this infusion before a skin cleansing 
composition of the present invention is applied to the 
skin as the second part of the system. 

The invention will now be illustrated by the 
5 following description of skin cleansing compositions 
which are given by way of example only. In Tables I and 
II all percentages are by weight. 

In each Example hereinafter the ability of 
compositions to generate heat is illustrated by the 
10 following experiment. A sample (10 g) of the skin 
cleansing composition at around 25°C was mixed with 
water (3 ml) at around 15°C. The maximum temperature 
attained was then recorded and is shown in the following 
Tables . 
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TABLE II 





Ex. 6 


Ex.7 


Ex.8 


Molecular Sieve 3A 


80 


80 


5 


Heavy Kaolin BP 


15 


15 


12 


Polyethyleneglycol 400 


5 


0 


0 


Copolymer of ethylene and 
propylene oxide (Ucon Fluid 50- 
HB-600) 


0 


0 


3 


Volatile Silicone (345DC) 


0 


5 


0 


Maximum Temperature 


78 | 83 


33 
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CLAIMS 

1. A skin cleansing composition comprising 3 to 60% by 
weight of one or more absorbent materials and 0.5 to 80% 
by weight of molecular sieve together with an anhydrous 

5 diluent or carrier . 

2. A skin cleansing composition as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the absorbent material comprises 10 to 35% by 
weight of the composition, and is selected from kaolin, 
Fullers earth, china clay, bentonite or mixtures 

10 thereof. 

3. A skin cleansing, composition as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the molecular sieve comprises 20 to 35% by 
weight of the composition. 

4. A skin cleansing composition as claimed in claim 2 
15 which comprises up to 20% by weight of an additional 

absorbent. 

5. A skin cleansing system comprising two parts, the 
first of which comprises an aromatic water -dispersible 
oil and the second of which comprises a composition as 

2 0 claimed in any preceding claim. 

6. A method of cleansing skin comprising the steps of 
spreading a skin cleansing composition, as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 4, on the skin, leaving it for 2 
to 15 minutes, then removing the composition by washing. 

25 7. A method of cleansing skin comprising the steps of 
steaming the skin over an infusion consisting of an 
aromatic water-dispersible oil dispersed in very hot 
water, followed by application to the skin of a skin 
cleansing composition as claimed in any one of claims 1 

30 to 4. 
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